
8th Sunday of Matthew 

Sunday, August 2, 2020 

St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church 

 

SYNAXARION: The Holy Translation of the Relics of Stephen the Protomartyr; Holy Glorious New Martyr Theodore of Dar-

danelles; Phocas the Martyr; Plegmund, Archbishop of Canterbury 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikon (Grave): Lord by Your sacred cross You abolished death, and granted to the 

thief blessed paradise. The myrrh-bearers ceased lamenting and turned to joy; the apostles did preach the 

good news at Your command that You are risen from the dead, O Christ our God, bestowing Your mercy up-

on the world evermore.  
 

Apolytikion of St. Stephen: O Stephen, a crown of royalty was laid on your  head for  contests you cou-

rageously endured for Christ our God, as first among Martyr saints. You stood in accusation of the raging 

Judeans; and you saw your Savior at the right hand of the Father. We pray that you will ever entreat Him to 

save our souls.  
 

Apolytikion of St. John the Baptist: The memory of the just is observed with hymns of praise; for you O 

Forerunner the witness of the Lord is sufficient. You have proved to be truly more venerable than the proph-

ets. Since you were granted to baptize in the river, the One Whom they proclaimed. Therefore, you strove for 

truth, proclaiming with joy the Good News, even to those in Hades: that God was manifested in the flesh, 

and takes away the sins of the world, and grants to us His great mercy.  
 

Kontakion of the Transfiguration of Christ (August 6): Upon the Mount, You were Transfigured and 

Your Disciples beheld Your Glory, as far as they were able to, O Christ our God; so that when they would 

see You crucified, they would know that You suffered willingly; and thus proclaim to all the world: that You 

are truly the One who is the Father’s Radiance  

The Feeding of the 5,000 



 Readings for the 8th Sunday of Matthew 
Epistle Reading is from 1 Corinthians 1:10-17 
Brethren, I appeal to you by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and 
that there be no dissensions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same judgment. For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling 
among you, my brethren. What I mean is that each one of you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I 
belong to Apollos," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I belong to Christ." Is Christ divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I bap-
tized none of you except Crispos and Gaius; lest any one should say that you were baptized 
in my name. (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know 
whether I baptized any one else.) For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 14:14-22 
At that time, Jesus saw a great throng; and he had compassion on them, and healed their 
sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a lonely place, and 
the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for them-
selves." Jesus said, "They need not go away; you give them something to eat." They said to 
him, "We have only five loaves here and two fish." And he said, "Bring them here to me." 
Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass; and taking the five loaves and the two 
fish he looked up to heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave the loaves to the crowds. And 
they all ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces 
left over. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
Then he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowds.  

 

Fifty-Two Verses in Fifty-Two Weeks: The Bible Project  

August 2 - 8 

My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 

James 1:2-4 

Trials, testing, faith and patience.  These words probably come to our minds a lot these days.  The Covid-19 pan-

demic has done a number on our world this year.  First, it is a disease that people are getting sick and dying from.  

So, it’s scary.  Second, it has become an issue that is politically and emotionally charged, which is unfortunate.  I 

can’t think of any other medical affliction—heart disease, cancer, diabetes, etc.—which is a political issue.  We 

deal with every medical condition in a scientifically objective way.  Everyone seems charged up and angry about 

everything these days.  It takes a great deal of patience and restraint to stay patient and even-keel.  And this expe-

rience has also tested our faith—in ourselves, in one another, in relationships, in politics, in medicine and also in 

God.  Regardless of how long this lasts and how it ends, it has certain been a trial for us this year.  Saint Paul 

tells us that we should count it as a joy when we have trials, knowing that the testing of our faith produces pa-

tience.  What a thing it would be to rejoice in our situation right now, what a sign of mature faith.  I guess we all 

can grow in that area.  It is appropriate to evaluate ourselves as regards to faith, and it is certainly to okay to ask 

questions regarding faith as well.  In his Epistle, St. James tells us that patience is part of our path to perfection. 



 

Sunday, August 2           8th Sunday of Matthew   
    Orthros 8:45 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
  
Monday, August 3            Bible Study with Charlie 6:45 p.m. 
  
Wednesday, August 5       Young at Heart Zoom Meeting 11:30 a.m. 
                                          Paraklesis Service of Supplication to the Virgin Mary 6:00 p.m. 
  
Thursday, August 6         Transfiguration of our Savior 
                                          Orthros 9:00 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.  
  
Saturday, August 8          Orthros 9:00 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
  
Sunday, August 9             9th Sunday of Matthew 
    Orthros 8:45 a.m.            Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
                                         Prayer for College Students at the Conclusion of the Divine Liturgy 

Upcoming Services & Events 

Answer these thought provoking questions about today’s 
Gospel Reading in the adult and teen Sunday school  

lesson. Click HERE. 

The 12 Disciples Project 
During this period of the covid-19 pandemic, I have committed once a week to offer a Paraklesis service of supplication to the 

Virgin Mary.  During this service, we pray for all the stewards of our church by name.  So that, whether you attend church in a 

given week or not, your name is heard within its four walls.  The purpose of Paraklesis is to ask the Virgin Mary, together with 

the saints, to intercede before Christ for the people being prayed for at the Paraklesis.  Intercessory prayer has a great value, in 

that among other things, it lets us know that we are not alone, that others are caring about our well-being.  We know that Christ 

cares for us.  We know that the saints care for us.  And we are supposed to care for one another.   
  

For the month of August, we are introducing the Twelve Disciples Project.  We know that Jesus had twelve disciples.  We know 

that these disciples helped establish the Christian church.  Coincidentally, the list of our stewards that we pray for at the weekly 

Paraklesis is twelve pages long.   
  

If you are interested in being part of the Twelve Disciples Project, please email the office at office@stjohntpa.org by August 1, 

and we will email you your one page of parishioners to pray for, as well as a prayer to offer for them.   
  

Additionally, during the month of August, Father Stavros will send an email of encouragement to all the “Disciples,” as well as 

offer their names in prayer each day of August.   
  

What: The Twelve Disciples Project 

When:  August 1-31 

Why:  To make sure every parishioner is remembered in prayer during the month of August 

How: Send an email to the church office, receive a one-page list of our parishioners (1/12 of our parish population) 

and commit to pray for them every day from August 1-31 

Who: Everyone is welcome to par ticipate! 

http://stjohntpa.org/church_files/Sunday%20School/lesson%2002%20august%202020.pdf


Prayer List: Lord Jesus Christ, Physician of our Souls and Bodies, visit and heal your servants: Virginia Georgiou, 
Ron Myer, George and Toula Tsaros,  Fr. Pat Legato, Nellie Pringle, Robert Calbi, Yolanda Webb, Angela Bougas, 
Tony Ekonomou, Ron, Jason Vickers, Rex Garrison, Tina Chakonas, Ann Demas, Alex Martinez, Adriana Martinez, 
Aaron Martinez, Christina Noel Kouzes Houck, Evangeline Xeroteres, Nichole Ross, Daniel Ross, Daniella Ross, 
Ashley Henderson, Natalie Henderson, Chris, Debbie, James, Avery, Lily, Jacob, Jesse, Ann, Rosario, Antonia 
Caffentzis, Alissa, John, Angela, Joey, Christine Scourtes, Steven, Matthew & Family, Phyllis, John Zelatis, Reagan, 
Peter Zaharis, Alexandra Ferrarolis, Leon & Despina Botham, Cindy Xenick, Mary Ellen Evdemon, Marie Sofia 
Panagopoulos, Maria Hursey, Chris Vamvakias, John Myer, Mike Trimis, Robert and Alice Stoccardo, John Alexan-
der, Michael Romero, George Hambos, Dean Kondilis and Family, Bill and Nancy Manikas, Patricia Costello, Ana-
stasia Smyrnakis, Ekaterina & Anna Shushaalykova, Dora Koudouna, Ana Mourer, Debbie Phelps, Mary Voykin, 
David Voykin, Anne Sakellaris, Denise Badrane, Sia Blankenship, Don Payne, Zhana Temelkova, Stanislava Ter-
zieva, James, Jude and all victims of war, terrorism, crime, natural disaster, and all of whom we are unaware. 

Update and Announcements 

Take Advantage of the Parish Assistance Program (PAP) 

Since May 1, St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church has partnered with 

BayCare Behavioral Health to offer a Parish Assistance Program. The PAP pro-

gram will provide our parishioners access to free and confidential counseling ser-

vices - offering additional support when life’s challenges become overwhelming. 

The PAP utilizes a network of faith-based providers and are sensitive to the values 

and beliefs of those they serve and provide compassionate care to children, adults, 

parents, and seniors. Parishioners can contact BayCare to request up to three free and confidential counseling sessions from a 

licensed mental health professional. The BayCare helpline, 800-878-5470, is answered 24/7 by mental health profession-

als. Many BayCare therapists are also offering telephonic and virtual counseling sessions to help parishioners maintain their 

emotional wellbeing during these trying times.  

Up to three free and confidential counseling sessions. 

Call 1-800-878-5470 

Prayer for College Students-We will offer a prayer for all college students at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy on 
Sunday, August 9.   
 

Thursday, August 6 - Transfiguration of our Savior  We read in the Gospel accounts of Matthew, Mark and Luke, 
how Jesus was Transfigured on Mount Tabor in the presence of His Disciples.  Matthew 17:2 says, “His face shone 
like the sun and His clothes became as white as the light.”  Jesus was shown in the fullness of His glory as God, and 
standing beside Him were Moses and Elijah, the two greatest prophets of the Old Testament.  This showed the Disci-
ples that the man Jesus was indeed God as well, and pre-figured His glory at the Resurrection and Ascension.  
 

Divine Liturgy on all the Saturdays of August- In order to facilitate people being able to worship on a weekly basis, 
we will celebrate Divine Liturgy on all the Saturdays of August.  We ask that people only sign up for every other Sun-
day, so that people who wish to will have the opportunity to worship on at least 2 Sundays of August.  Anyone can 
sign up to worship on the Saturdays.  

College student addresses—If you have college students or are a college student, please send your school address, 
phone number and email to the church office by the end of August. 
  
Adopt a college student—We started an adopt a college student program last year.  We will be contacting all those 
who had college students they “adopted” last year and making sure you want to continue, as well as reorganizing 
which students are still in college, who is new to college, who has graduated college, etc.  If you would like to partici-
pate and adopt a college student, please send your name to Father Stavros and Charlie by August 15.  If you were part 
of this program last year, you don’t have to contact us, we will be contacting you.  
  
Parish Assembly—Sunday, August 23—The Messenger was incorrect - If you have any questions regarding your 

pledge payments or membership status, please contact the church office.  All members in good standing shall have the 

right to participate and vote at meeting if they are current in pledge payment 30 days prior to the date of the parish as-

sembly.  This is the rescheduled meeting from the spring one that was postponed due to Covid-19.  We will set this up 

via Zoom, and members in good standing will receive a zoom invite prior to August 23. 


